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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-13 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the electrical device mounted on the vehicle" in 
lines 3 and 4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The 
electrical device should be replaced by "an electrical device" and the vehicle should be 
replaced by "a vehicle". Correction is required. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the acoustic device mounted on the vehicle to 
adjust the sound volume" in lines 3 and 4. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. The acoustic device should be replaced by "an acoustic device", 
the vehicle should be replaced by "a vehicle" and the sound volume should be replaced 
by "a sound volume". Correction is required. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "the acoustic device mounted on the vehicle to 
instruct a track number of the recording medium" in lines 3 and 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The acoustic device should be replaced 
by "an acoustic device", the vehicle should be replaced by "a vehicle" and the recording 
medium should be replaced by "a recording medium". Correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U. S. C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
the Japanese Kokai Patent Application No. Sho 60[1985]-243730 ("Toru et al."). 

As to claims 1-3, 6, and 9, Toru et al. teach the screen of information display 
device Fig. 3 (33) like the way the conventional touch panel utilized corresponding to a 
display device having a display screen; the user moves a finger from an arbitrary 
position to another arbitrary position on the direction input detector Fig. 3 (33) 
corresponding to a touch panel, which is provided on the display screen; information 
processor Fig. 3 (35) corresponding to the specifying means for specifying an action 
commanded by the operator touching the touch panel in accordance with the positional 
information; coordinate signals representing the track of the finger moved by the user 
are sent to direction input detector control part Fig. 3 (32) corresponding to the control 
means for outputting a control signal in accordance with an output of said specifying 
means; upon receiving the series of pieces of coordinate information, reception buffer 
Fig.3 (35) extracts the first and the last pieces of coordinate information as coordinates 
of the start and end points of the track of the finger moved by the user corresponding to 
wherein said specifying means detects said contact point moved from one end portion 
of said touch panel to another end portion. The prior art does not explicitly teach the end 
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portions located at four corner areas of said touch panel. However, the prior art teaches 
the start and end points of the track of the finger moved by the user. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the start and end points of the track of the finger moved by the user as taught by the 
prior art to achieve the end portions located at four corner areas of said touch panel 
because this would provide a method in which direction information can be input using 
an image almost identical to the one the user images. 

As to claims 4, 5, 7, and 8, Toru et al. teach information processor Fig.3 (35) 
carries out image processing for flipping the page to the left on the information display 
device 33 based on the pieces of direction information (number of movements) 
identified in said manner corresponding to said specifying means specifies said action 
commanded by the operator from the number of movements or movement of speed of 
the detected contact point. 

As for claim 10-13, Toru et al. teach a direction input arbitrarily from the direction 
input detector 33 is classified into one of a total of three directions that is vertical, 
horizontal and diagonal corresponding to the movement of the contact point in the 
peripheral portion of said touch panel occurs in longitudinal direction of said touch 
panel, coordinate signals representing the track of the finger moved by the user are sent 
to direction input detector control part Fig.3 (32) where it is inherent for the control 
signal to increase or decrease a set of value of the electrical device or to adjust a 
volume or to instruct a track number of the recording medium corresponding to said 
control means outputs a control signal. 



